The Second Sunday after Pentecost                                      June 6, 2010

Text: Luke 7:1-10       ILCW-C                                                   10:1602

Theme:  What Do You Value vs. What Does Jesus Value?

 

      A signature is very important.  If you want to buy a new car, you have to sign papers before you get it.  If you want to buy groceries, you have to sign your name on a check.  Try buying a house once without signing your name over and over and over again on the loan papers.  A signature is very important.  How much do you think yours is worth?

      Have you ever heard of Button Gwinnett?  His signature is probably more valuable than yours.  I’ve read that his signature holds the record as the world’s most expensive.  Do you know who he was?  He was one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.  The only thing Button Gwinnett ever did worth noting was signing his name.  His signature is valuable simply because it is so rare. (Meditations, 6.19.98)
      In the same article I read that the second highest price ever paid for a signature was about $50,000.  The signature was Martin Luther’s.  Maybe it also carried such a high price tag because of its rarity.  

      The sad thing about that is the fact that Luther wrote many things which are worth far more than his signature.  He wrote so much about the Bible that his writings fill several shelves on a bookcase.  When I was in school, there were over 55 volumes of his writings published.  Since then more have been added.  The books don’t cost near as much as that one signature of his did.  How ironic is that, because his writings have much greater worth than his signature does since his writings help us to see the value of our Lord more clearly.  Those books share the gospel and explain God’s saving truths; his name doesn’t..         
      Don’t confuse a high price tag with great value.  Just because you pay a lot doesn’t mean that you are getting something of highest value.  What Do You Value?  It depends on your perspective.

      Let me ask a second question.  What Does Jesus Value?  Ah, now that changes the perspective, doesn’t it?  Do the things we value match the things He values?  Let’s see.  

 

I.  Some people think they deserve things from God.
      Our story takes place in a town called Capernaum. If you remember, Capernaum is the town that became Jesus’ home after his hometown of Nazareth rejected Him.  Nazareth valued miracles and demanded He do them there.  They said, “Do here in your hometown what you’ve done for others. You owe it to us.” They valued the wrong things. Sadly, Jesus had to leave them and moved to Capernaum.

      At first the people of Capernaum were excited.  They heard Jesus’ words of life and saw more miracles than any other group of people did.  In fact they saw so many of Jesus’ miracles that it seems like they began to think His miracles were cheap or even owed to them.  

      You know how that goes.  A person can get so used to something that happens all the time that they don’t value it so highly anymore.  They take it for granted and expect it.  That’s what seems to have taken place in Capernaum.  The people began to lose sight of the Savior’s value and the gracious gifts that were given through Him.

      That led to a second problem - the mistake of thinking a person might earn or deserve a miracle from God if he does enough things to merit it.  You hear that wrong thinking in their words to Jesus when they said, “This man deserves to have you do this because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.”

      If we ever start to think we deserve something from God because of something good we’ve done, we’re in bad shape.  Like the people of Capernaum we’re valuing the wrong thing.  We would be valuing our works as higher than His.  But what we do does not last.

      Think about it.  What happens to all the things that we do in life?  Does any of it have any lasting power?  The synagogue in Capernaum isn’t there anymore.  Likewise, will anything you build still be around 2,000 years from now?  Furthermore, can you point to anything you did that God couldn’t have done without you?  The Bible says, “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?” (Ro.11:35)  Everything we have already belongs to God, and the best we can do is less than the perfect service we already owe Him.  So, to rely on what we do before God puts us on mighty shaky ground since nothing we do has lasting value.  Yet, some people think they deserve things from God.
 
II. Others bow in humility before Him, requesting only His mercy.
      If the elders thought Jesus should help this man as a payback from God because of the good he had done, they were sadly mistaken.  Their values were not Jesus’ values.  Still Jesus went with them.  He didn’t even try to set them straight from their bad thinking that He owed this man a miracle.  Maybe that’s because Jesus knew more about the centurion than they did.  Like the Bible says, “He knows what is inside every man (Jn.2:25).  Not everyone thinks they deserve things from God.  Some bow in humility before Him, requesting only His mercy.
      So it was that while Jesus was on His way the centurion got wind of it and sent some friends to Him saying, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof…just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

      Lord, I am not worthy!  This was a man in a very powerful position.  He was the leader of the Roman guard in the area.  Besides that, he was an honorable man.  For the Jews to like him, meant that he was a good guy – not like the rest of those dirty old self-seeking Romans.  Yet, he cries, “Lord, I’m not worthy of you.”  That’s humility!

      Such humility certainly must have been most rare among proud Roman commanders.  They were powerful men in the most powerful army in the world.  A centurion would have thought nothing of standing before any king in the world, except his own Caesar, and demanding obedience and respect.  Do you hear any demanding going on here?  Hardly, before Jesus he was ashamed to even show his face, but bowed in humility, requesting only His mercy.
      When we come to the Lord in prayer and make our requests, we do not come because we think that we are so worthy and deserving of His attention.  No, all have sinned against Him.  So we come in humility, confident not of ourselves or our works, but confident of who Jesus is. Like this man said, as a Roman commander he had military authority behind him.  But Jesus had all power in heaven and on earth in Him.  And His strength comes to us in grace.  

      So we come before Him, recognizing our need.  But even more we come recognizing Jesus’ divine authority which first forgives us our sin (Mt.9:6) through His death on the cross and seeks to reach out in mercy to help.  That’s what we value in the Savior.

 TR.  And when you find your value in Him, that’s what Jesus values.

 

III. Jesus values a faith that trusts completely in Him. 

      In amazement Jesus replied, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”  

      How rare this man’s faith.  Not even Jesus’ own people who had known of Him and seen His work in their lives for centuries, held Him so highly.  But this Gentile centurion did.  That was pretty amazing.

      You see, dear friends, true faith is indeed rare, and it is very valuable – but not because of its rarity.  It is valuable because of the precious, priceless, one-of-a-kind Savior who is the object of such a faith.  Such faith takes hold of the Savior and His salvation.  It doesn’t need to see Him; it doesn’t have to have Him prove His power.  It simply trusts in Him completely to know what to do, when to do it, and how it is to be done.  Then it waits for Him.  And He never comes to late with too little, nor too early with too much.  He comes at the right time because He’s the Savior who loves His people and laid down His life for them.  They are of such great value to Him; and He is of greater value to those who trusts in Him completely.  

      Some people think they deserve things from God.  Others bow in humility before Him, requesting only His mercy.  Of the two types Jesus values a faith that trusts completely in Him for salvation and for all other things that are needed.  God grant us such a faith for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

