We can’t begin to picture what it’s like to live in a place where there is complete absence of sin and its effects.  We can’t picture that because from the very time that we were born, even from our conception in mother’s womb (Ps.51), sin has been around us, all around, even within us so that God once said, “Every inclination of man’s heart is evil from childhood” (Gn.8:21).  We have never lived in perfection.  So how could we picture perfection’s positive side?  That’s the reason our peek into heaven is based on a negative description: “no more death, mourning, crying, or pain.” Such things that we know are gone forever.


But what makes the height of heaven’s glory is this:  God will live with His people and they will dwell with Him.


You know that has only happened once before, when God gave His people tangible, visible evidence of His living with them.  And the words used here (Greek:  take you back to that time.


Do you remember when the Children of Israel were wandering through the wilderness on their way to the Promised Land?  How did God show them that He was with them?  In the middle of the camp was pitched the Tabernacle.  You could call it the temple made out of a tent.  In the inner part of it was the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant was kept.  As Israel traveled, God showed that He was with them by the pillar of cloud and fire that hovered over the tabernacle.  It was visible evidence that God lived with His people.  He was in control; He was present; He was their God and they were His people.


That was only a partial view because they didn’t see God.  In our peek into heaven His people see Him; He dwells visibly with them; and they live with Him.  No temporary tents here.  No more walking just by faith.  This is living in the sight of God, “tenting” right next to Him.  You can’t get any nearer, you can’t be any more protected than that.  And we just cannot imagine what it all means.  But we can feel its greatness in the picture of Him wiping all tears from our eyes.  

Life out of God’s control?  Never!  “Write it down!”  God told John.  “This is more than a dream; this is done.  You can count on it.  So, don’t give up now.  Look into heaven!”  God grant us the joy and comforts this brief peek gives us; for Jesus’ sake. Amen.   
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Theme:  A Peek into Heaven


What’s heaven like?  What do you see in your mind’s eye when you picture heaven?

In one of our Bible classes this past week, someone talked about remembering her mother’s or grandmother’s description of someday walking down heaven’s streets of gold and kicking up gold dust.  I like the picture of gold, since that is in the description of heaven from next Sunday’s text.  But the dust -  I hope there won’t be any dust there.


I remember as a child thinking that in heaven we would fly around with wings and sing all day long.  That picture comes out of the readings from Revelation that we’ve had the past two Sundays where the great multitude dressed in white stood before God’s throne and joined the angels, the elders, and the 4 living creatures in a great song of praise: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise forever and ever.  Amen.” (Rv.5:12; 7:12).  The thought of having wings and flying around was very intriguing to me as a child.  But the thought of having to sing all the time seemed a little questionable.

What pictures of heaven do you have?  Most of them come from the Book of Revelation. Although many people seem scared by the book, think of how great it is to have here the pictures of heaven that we do.  They are encouragement to us, especially in the midst of our troubles.  

They certainly were encouraging to First Century Christians who were persecuted for their faith. Those early Christians were thrown into jail, forced to fight lions and Roman gladiators in the arena, some were beheaded, others exiled for their faith.  To them it must have seemed like God had lost control and the devil had won.  But that was not true.  They should not give up.  So the Lord gave them pictures to strengthen faith, bolster their spirits, and give them great purpose for living in Him even in the midst of their trials.  Here it is A Peek into Heaven to help all Christians reflect on what lies ahead.

I. Heaven – nothing old, all is new.


It’s different from what we have now in our lives– infinitely different.  That is clear from our text today where God gave John a peek at what’s coming.  John writes, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”

Wow!  There are several grand pictures there.  All revolve around the theme of something brand new and shiny, and everything that used to be so mysterious, held people back, or gave them fear, like the sea, is gone.  In heaven there is nothing of the old; all is new. You’re moving into a “new home.”  What’s meant by this?  Consider it this way.


People move into new homes for a variety of reasons.  Sometimes their work takes them to a new place.  Sometimes they move to be closer to family.  Sometimes they move for health reasons or to live in a climate that’s better for them.  And sometimes people move because they really have no choice – fire, flood, or earthquakes have destroyed the place where they used to live.


Something like that takes place at the end of the world.  On the last day we know for sure from the Scriptures that our present world will be destroyed; it will be gone, or as John saw it, “the first heaven (in Greek: “sky”) and the first earth had passed away.”  The apostle Peter added to this when he wrote: “The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare” (2Pt.3:10).  


Gone! Melted away! Disappearing in one great fire storm!  “Whoosh!”  Why?  Because everything that we know here, everything that is a part of the present is infected with sin and its consequences.  There is nothing perfect that exists here, except for the Word of God.  And someday God promises He will redeem His people from sin and the pain it causes, wiping it out completely. The old is gone; all is new. No remnants, nothing of sin lurks behind to afflict us.  All is new!

Think of it this way.  The story is told of a little boy who had an operation on his eyes.  The family waited for the doctor to take off the bandages.  The doctor said, “Either he will see well, or he won’t see at all.”  One after another the bandages came off.  After the last one was removed, the boy put his hands to his eyes, paused, and said, “I can’t see.  I must be blind.”  His mother started to cry.  But the boy, a little boy mind you, said, “Don’t cry, Mother.  I can wait until Jesus takes me to heaven and all will be new.  In heaven I will see again.”


What a wonderful thing to know!  There will be no trouble in heaven.  Nobody will be blind, nobody will be crying in heaven, no one will be in any pain because there will be no pain and nothing to cry about for sin and its effects on us are gone forever – nothing old.  And this earth, ravaged by our sin God will destroy and raise up completely new – all is new and perfect.  It’s described “as the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.”  That’s the shiny part.


We just got back from a wedding celebration for one of our daughters.  What a happy, good time that was.  You’ve all been a part of something like that.  You know how shiny and bright and bubbly the bride looks.  It’s a happy time and the celebration is so enjoyable.

What made it even more special for us was the fact that in the place where Vanessa and her husband got married, just 5 years ago there was total destruction.  That church in New Orleans where the wedding was held was caked in mud and mold and fallen apart because of the flood from Hurricane Katrina.  But the Kingdom Workers went down to help clean it up and build it all new.  And we, 5 years later, got to see a bride standing before her husband shiny, happy, and beautiful where once only mud and chaos ruled.  Nothing remained of the old; all was new.

It’s the picture that’s here of heaven.  Heaven is where the Lord Jesus wants us all to be – away from the things destroy us here.  That’s why He died for us on the cross to pay the price for sin we couldn’t.  And He wants to take us eventually out of here to the new, the shiny, the bright, the holy and happy place He has prepared for those who love Him.  The blind little boy knew that and was content to wait for that time when his old life of blindness was gone and everything would be new in the Savior.  It’s good to know the past sin is gone completely; the new has come.  It’s a time to look forward to.
II. Heaven – where God lives with His people.
 
But that’s not all the Lord Jesus wants you to see with this peek into heaven.  There’s something even more important.  John writes, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them.  They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.”

Now there’s a most touching scene of God’s deep, deep love for us.  It reminds me of the occasions when I was a little boy, first learning how to ride a bike.  You know what happens then.  A child that’s first learning to ride a bike soon loses his balance.  Down he goes and scrapes a knee.  Out runs Mom to wipe the tears away.  In a similar way our heavenly Father will dry our eyes from the pain sin causes.


This part of our peek into heaven isn’t complete since it is impossible for God to describe things to us that we can’t fully imagine.   
